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limitations. It seems to me that the days of my touring
are over. Whatever I can do by writing I must continue-
But my faith is increasing in the efficacy of silent prayer.
It is by itself an art—perhaps the highest art requiring
the most refined deligence. I do believe that it is woman's
mission to exhibit Ahimsa at its highest and best. But why
should it be a man to move the woman's heart? If the
appeal is addressed exclusively to me not as man but as
the (supposed to be) best exponent of Ahimsa to be practised
on a mass scale, I have no urge in me to go about preaching
the doctrine to the women of India. I can assure my
correspondent that there is no want of will in me that
deters me from responding to her appeal. My feeling is
that, if men of the Congress can retain their faith in Ahimsa
and prosecute the non-violent programme faithfully and
fully, the women will be automatically converted. And it
may be that there shall arise one among them who will be
able to go much further than I can ever hope to do. For
woman is more fitted than man to make explorations and
take bolder action in Ahimsa. For the courage of self-
sacrifice woman is any day superior to man, as I believe
man is to woman for the courage of the brute.
Bannu, 25-10-38
Harijan, 5-11-1938
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WHY NOT GREAT POWERS?
In the criticisms on my recent writings on the plight of
Czechoslovakia, I have observed one thing which demands
an answer.
Some critics argue that, if the non-violent remedy I
have suggested for the Czechs is only for comparatively
weak because small nations like them and not for the great
powers like England or France or Arnerica5 it cannot be
of much value, if any.
Now if the critics will re-read my article, they will see
that I have refrained from suggesting it to these big powers

